Document.  Ho,  8029* 
K0)/JA3/F6/JC/2U1 

eb/:.rt 


r:  tu'e  .att:-: 
o?  i  user:  Afj 


I,  Ho 
Hi ’blunder 
Perthshire 


1.  u  v-as  taken  prisoner  of  war  with  my  Battalion  in  SingaDo 
February  1942.  On  29  January  1945  I  arrivod  at  Hosukura  in 
Jondai  aroa,  some  2o0  kilomexres  north  of  Tokio  amongst  a  dra 
prisoners  of  war«  fifty  of  us  were  British  and  the  remaining 
Amoricans,  The  entire  draft  were  suffering  from  previous  il 


2.  Hosalnira  w  s  some  2,000  to  3.000  feot  above  sea  level  andl  the'tem^aTu^I 
was  well  below  zero  from  January  until  about  April  194 we r e “ aoeoSSVSied 
n  tires  wooden  huts  with  about  100  mer.  in  each  and  we  slept  in  double  tier 
bunks  buv  were  extremely  overcrowded.  nTo~heating  wa3  provlded  oroHpt  during1 
one  period  0f  ten  day3  when  Ja.  anese  braziers  wore  put  in  the  huts.  On 
arrival  vre  were  clothed  in  tropical  kit  which  was  bv  this  time  in  tuttors 
and  rags.  e  l.ad  no  footwoar  and  hart  to  make-shift  for  ourselves  in  using 
anything  wo  could  find.  No  war m  or  other  clothing  was  issued  to  us  by 
the  Japanese  despite  repeated  protests  and  the  fact  that  the  Japanese 
store  in  the  camp  contained  thiok  clothing  and  footwear  from  the  American 
Red  Cross.  The  Japanese  coolier  working  in  the  nine  were  supolied  with 
warm  clothin*.  On  arrival  I  interceded  with  the  Japanese  Camp  Commandant 
by  name  Lieutenant  Izizavra,  who  required  us  to  go  to  work  innediately,  and 
I  manure a  to  obtain  a  week's  rest  for  the  draft  before  we  were  put  to 
work.  I  was  sov  rely  beater,  by  the  intor  retor  Corporal  Xoiewa  for  the 
part  I  played.  Subsequently  whenovor  I  approached  the  Japanese  staff  as 
Senior  British  Officer  I  was  boaten  up  without  justification  as  a  matter 
of  oourse.  Corporal  Koiowa  on  one  occasion  knocked  five  of  my  teeth  out. 

3.  be  were  forood  to  work  from  0600  hours  until  1800  hours  daily,  and 
had  to  nrriom  the  heaviest  manual  labour  possible  consisting  of  drilling, 
blasting,  oleuring  rocks,  filling  tubs  and  running  these  out  from  the  mine 
by  hand,  timbering  work  and  all  other  coolie  work  in  and  around  the  camp, 

-Ve  hud  to  maroh  daily  a  distance  of  some  two  or  three  miles  up  a  steep 
incline  from  the  camp  to  the  mine,  and  'we  also  hed  to  carry  food  in  sacks 
or  equipment  for  the  Japanese  to  and  from  the  mine.  .Ve  were  issued  with 
a  small  quantity  of  millet  or  rjain  three  times  a  day  which  was  totally 
inadequate  for  our  needs,  tfe  made  a  watery  soup  out  of  potato  peelings 
or  shreds  of  leeks  and  raddishes  given  to  us  by  the  Japanese  as  scraps. 

The  millet  was  eaten  cold  by  the  men  at  the  mine.  As  a  consequence  all 
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prisoners  suffered  from  malnutrition  and  all  for. is  of  skin  diseases. 

Deri  beri,  pallu.-ra,  blood  disorders,  and  dysentery  were  prevalent  amongst 
us.  In  IVbruary  1945  t  .'o  prisoners  of  wor  died  per  week  of  pneumonia. 

All  men  were  forced  to  .or’c  despite  sickness  and  no  prisoner  was  permitted 
to  remain  in  bed.  I  was  beaten  on  many  occasions  for  attempting  to 
prevent  siok  prisoners  from  being  put  to  work. 

4.  Thero  were  two  American  medical  officers  in  the  draft.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  R,  0.  Ge  ski 11  and  Captain  II,  F.  Alison,  who  did  what  they  were 
able  to  but  we  had  no  medicines  or  medical  equipment,,  nor  was  any  dental 
treatment  provided.  The  Japanese  took  no  notice  of  our  repeated  requests 
for  medical  assistanoe  or  oilier  help!  The  two  American  1!.  D’s  who  we  re 
put  to  work  around  the  oamp,  were  prevented  from  coining  to  the  assistance 
of  prisoners  who  ’were  injurod  in  the  mine  until  wo  all  returned  to  camp 
eaoh  night,  Thera  were  no  medical  facilities  in  the  mine  itsolf  and  the 
conditions  in  the  mine  were  dun-orous,  Many  men  suffered  from  crushed 
fingers,  hands  or  feet.  An  American  by  the  name  of  Cox,  a  first  class 
maohinist;s  mate,  had  his  feet  or  leg  badly  crushed  which  turned  gangrenous. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Gaskili,  who  was  a  surgeon,  asked  for  permission  from 
the  Japanese  to  operate  on  t  is  man  but  this  was  refused,  and  the  Japanese 
mine  doctor,  whose  name  I  do  net  know,  operated  upon  Cox  without  an  anaesthe- 
tio  and  removed  the  lag*  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gaskili  witnessed  this  operation 
and  he  was  so  outraged  that  we  had  great  difficulty  in  interrogating  him  as 
to  what  happened.  He  described  the  operation  as  "butohery". 

5,  About  30  prisoners  of  war  died  during  the  period  we  wore  in  Hosakura 
and  the  majority  of  these  died  between  January  and  April  during  the  ooldost 
spell.  All  prisoners  who  died  were  orematod  in  the  Japanese  crematorium. 
Deaths  were  solely  due  to  starvation  and  the  inhuman  treatment  of  the 
Jupanese. 

C.  Any  prisoner  making  complaints  as  to  ill-treatment  was  taken  to  the 
Japttneso  guard  rocm  where  he  was  forced  to  take  his  trousers  off  and  to 
stand  to  attention  holding  his  shirt  above  hi3  head.  If  prisoners  refused 
to  stand  to  attention  for  ac  long  as  the  Japanese  guards  required  they  were 
thereupon  beaten.  Three  prisoners  actually  died  as  a  result  of  such  treat¬ 
ment  and  beatings  in  front  of  the  guard  room. 

7;  The  mine  "hanlcho"  or  foreman  was  1'utu. 


8,  [when  wo  were  recovered  in  September  1945  and  took  over  the  camp  from 
tire  Japanese  we  f o .aid  ample  supplies  of  food  and  other  necessaries  3'j 

Si/ORN  by  the  said  James  Fo*bes  LA..RE'.rCI3  ) 
at  6  Spring  Gardens  in  the  City  of  ) 

rVestminster  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  ) 

January  1946  )  (Signed)  J.  F.  LAuRCNCE 


BEFORE  PE 

(Eigned)  Rathcreedan, 
Captain,  Legal  Staff, 
kliiitary  Department, 

Judge  Advooate  General's  Office 


I  certify  thut  this  is  a  true 
oopy  of  the  originul  affidavit. 

/u/  E.  Seaton,  Capt. 

Legal  Staff,  Office  of  the  Judge 
Advocate  Genoral 
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